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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

C.  B.  Lanyon,  M.D.  (Lond.) 
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A.  Hey,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 
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D.  C.  Mulley.  W.  G.  S.  Kneebone. 

W.  H.  D.  Rundle. 


BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1939. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Falmouth. 

nth  December,  1940. 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with 
instructions  given  in  Circular  2067  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  dated  19th  July,  1940,  and  owing  to  increasing 
pressure  of  work  in  the  Health  Department  will  be  in  abridged 
form. 

Records  of  all  Sanitary  improvements  have  been  kept 
up-to-date;  the  subject  of  Evacuation  has  taken  up  most  of 
the  time  and  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  three  members  of 
the  staff,  Messrs.  Mulley,  Rundle  and  Kneebone,  immediately 
joined  H.M.  Forces;  but  in  spite  of  depletion  of  staff  and 
extra  duties  the  general  routine  work  has  been  carried  out, 
which  has  necessitated  longer  hours  and  many  week-ends. 

With  regard  to  Refuse  Collection  I am  very  happy  to 
report  that  the  cost  compares  very  favourably  with  past  years. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  . . , . . . . . 1.893 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  1939,  for  Statistics  . . 15.320 

Population  Census  (1931)  . . . . . . 13.492 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1931  . . 2,916 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1939) 

according  to  Rate  Books  . . . . 4.074 

Rateable  Value,  1939  . . . . . . . . £^53>oog 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . £705  17s.  4.oo8d. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Total 

Live  Birihs  . . Legitimate  186 

. . Illegitimate  19 


(Subject  to  Audit) 

Male  Female 

97  89 

9 10 


205  106  99 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population : 13.7.  England  and  Wales : 15.0 
Still  Births  . . Legitimate  7 4 3 

Illegitimate  — — — 


7 4 3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 33. 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  226  120  106 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population;  14.8.  England  and  Wales : 12. i. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  — 

Rate  per  1000  total 
Deaths,  (live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  sepsis  . . . . • • — 

Other  Puerperal  causes  . . . . — 

Total  . . . . • • • • — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 

Legitimate,  ii;  Illegitimate,  i;  total,  12. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 


58.5 
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Legitimate  infants  per  i,ooo  legitimate  live 

births  . . . . . . . . . . 59.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  52.6 

England  and  Wales  (Deaths  under  one  year  of 

age)  50 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . 34 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . — 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Pathological  investigations  are  carried  out  through  Dr. 
Hocking  in  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  when  considered 
necessary. 

When  home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory  and  in  cases 
of  abnormality  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Corn- 
wall County  Council  to  admit  these  to  their  Maternity  Ward 
at  Redruth  Hospital. 


Dental  Treatment. 

Two  sessions  are  now  held  weekly  in  place  of  one  as 
suggested  last  year. 


Housing. 

Nine  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated  during 
the  year,  two  of  which  were  from  Council  Houses,  one  new 
case  was  found  in  a house  owned  by  the  Council,  making 
the  total  at  the  end  of  year  ii,  six  of  which  are  owned  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  of  a mild  variety  has  been  very  prevalent, 
complications  have  been  very  few.  A motor  ambulance  for 
removal  of  infectious  cases  is  under  consideration. 

(P.S. — The  ambulance  has  now  been  provided.) 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 

Totals 

2 

2 

3 

7 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

8 

— 

2 

3 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(1st  April,  1939  to  31st  March,  1940.) 

Taking  all  our  services  into  consideration:  — 


1 s. 

d. 

The  total  cost  of  collection  is 

1,888  10 

2 

Cost  per  house 

9 

3 

Cost  per  head 

2 

5i 

Cost  per  ton  . . 

5 

7\ 

The  number  of  loads  collected  is  as  follows 

— 

Dodge  No.  I 

1,746 

Dodge  No.  2 

1-542 

Morris 

313 

Dodge  (Highway) 

76 

Hired  Lorry 

128 

Estimated  tonnage 

6,719 

Cost  of  Disposal,  for  Burning  Refuse  . . 

Cost  of  Removing  Clinker,  etc.,  from 

251 

14 

Destructor 

146  15 

7 

2 


The  Gross  Cost  of  Disposal  being 


398  9 9 
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Receipts : — 

(a)  For  Collection  of  Refuse  50  o o 

(&)  Removing  Clinker,  etc., 

from  Destructor  . . 100  0 0 

(c)  Removal  of  Refuse  . . 23  12  6 

Total  Receipts  173  12  6 

Leaving  a Net  Cost  of  . . . . . . . . 224  17  3 

The  net  cost  per  1,000  population  is  as  follows : — 

I s.  d. 

1.  Collection  . . . . . . . . 122  18  4 

2.  Disposal  . . . . . . . . 14  13  6 

The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  represents  a 3d. 

rate. 

Average  cost  per  ton  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
for  the  year  1937-38:- 


83  County  Boroughs 

Collection, 
s.  d. 

10  I 

Disposal 
s.  d. 

3 II 

29  Metropolitan  Boroughs 

13  3 

7 7 

155  Other  Boroughs 

9 2 

3 8 

128  Urban  Districts 

7 5 

2 2 

Falmouth  Borough  . . 

5 

8 

Emptying  of  Cesspools. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  a Dodge  350  gallon  Cesspool 
Emptier,  which  is  also  used  for  the  cleansing  of  road  gullies, 
sewer  flushing,  etc. 

The  Total  Cost  of  these  Services  amounts  to  £461  3s.  id. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I desire  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  support  received  during  the  year  from  the 
Sanitary  and  Housing  Committees,  my  best  thanks  to  the 
staff,  one  and  all,  for  their  loyalty,  zeal  and  devotion,  and 
for  the  able  and  energetic  manner  in  which  they  have,  at  all 
times,  discharged  their  many  and  onerous  duties,  often  under 
very  trying  conditions. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

C.  B.  LANYON,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  HEY,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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